The volume before us appears to us a return to a better method. Without neglecting auscultation and percussion, which none but a deaf man or a grossly incompetent one could think of, the author does not force them into that exclusive preeminence to which their friends consider them entitled. He regards them as symptoms only, to be taken in connection with other symptoms, in order to arrive at a true idea of the disease.
The author has enjoyed excellent opportunities for the study of this very important disease, being the physician to the Hampton hospital for diseases of the chest. The lectures took each its specific color and direction, from the circumstances of the cases which were examined at each. In consequence of this, we have interesting disquisitions on a variety of individual topics, each one of which is of importance to the practitioner of medicine. The pulse, the expectoration, the chemistry of the blood, the conditions of the urine, are all separately considered and each is treated in a plain, practical manner, which cannot fail to be acceptable to the practicing physician.
We were glad to see that Mr. Thompson speaks favorably of the action of cod liver oil in consumption. He narrates some cases which are much stronger than any we were prepared to expect. The The motto of this book is a suggestive remark of the great Chancellor: "They be the best chirurgeons which, being learned, incline to the traditions of experience, or being empirics incline to the methods of learning." It is the production of a man who is at once a philosopher and practitioner, a careful observer of facts, and an assiduous student of other men's observations.
To pretend to give any idea of such a work in the short limits of a bibliographical notice would be absurd. We shall only say that it is a full and candid statement of the present condition of surgical science and art.
The arrangement of the book is somewhat peculiar, as must necessarily be the case when an author thinks for himself. Every man must arrange his subject in that order in which it is most lucid to his own mind, and when there is no idiosyncracy manifest in the arrangement, there will usually be found no individuality in the thoughts of a book.
The author begins with an account of congestion, determination and inflammation. These important subjects are amply elucidated by numerous references to physiological experiments and engravings of microscopical phenomena. Then follows an account of the general principles of opera-tion, particulary of amputations. These subjects comprise one division of the book, called by the author first principles.
The second division treats of surgical injuries. These include the general effects of injury, such as shock, traumatic delirium, &c. Injuries of the soft parts in general are then examined, the various kinds of wounds, &c., after which follow wounds of nerves, veins and arteries, the latter class being divided into wounds of these vessels generally, and wounds of special arteries. Injuries of muscles and tendons, of bones, of joints, of the cranium, the spine, the face, &c., and the whole division is closed by burns, scalds and frost-bite. 
